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 These are additional safety requirements for regattas and processional races and must be read in conjunction with the NZRA rules of racing and the Safety Code.

Approved PFDs, lifejackets or buoyancy aids are those accepted under the Maritime Rule 91, Navigation Safety.

An NZRA Sanctioned regatta is defined as a regatta organized and run under NZRA rules, regulations and codes, for athletes holding a current competition licence issued by New Zealand Rowing.

The rules below provide an exemption from carrying approved buoyancy aids or PFDs as required by  MSA rule 91.4( 1) and are for the benefit of NZRA Sanctioned regattas. 

NZRA Sanctioned Regattas


1.1 

All Regattas shall appoint a Safety Adviser whose duty shall be to advise on the observance of the NZRA Code of Practice for Water Safety. The safety adviser and the Chief Umpire will make decisions on the safety aspects of the regatta.  The Chief Umpire will have the final decision.

1.2 

No regatta, processional race or sponsored row shall take place without giving written notice to the river or harbour authority as is appropriate.

1.3 

The Regatta Organising Committee shall provide for the attendance of a  first-aid service to ensure that adequate accident and emergency treatment services are available 

1.4 

Safety boats suitable for the rescue duty, manned by persons experienced in boat handling and who have knowledge of Maritime Rules for Navigation Safety and Collision Prevention, and who are properly equipped, must be available throughout the period of the regatta and during approved practice times. 

The safety boats must be deployed and positioned to ensure rapid assistance in any part of the regatta area.

Safety boats shall carry the following safety aids: 

· A bailer, and, for inflatable rubber dinghies, a suitable inflation pump and a spare inflation valve.  

· A sound signalling and warning device.

· A grab line at least 15m (50ft) long with a large knot tied in one end to assist throwing (ideally a purpose made rescue/heaving line - 'throw bag').  

· 10 (ten) approved buoyancy aids or PFDs.
· A basic first aid kit 

· A sharp knife in carrying sheath.  

· A paddle.  

· Simple handholds fixed to the side of the launch to give help to any person being rescued and provide self-help should the driver fall overboard.  

· Engine cut-out lanyard device, accessible to the driver at all times

· Anchor and line.

· A Radio  

1.5 

All Boats and personnel on the water must be included in the general radio frequency for the regatta

1.6 

Officials and competitors shall be informed of local hazards and traffic rules that shall be displayed and brought to the attention of competitors. Telephone numbers of police, ambulance, medical and fire services shall be prominently displayed together at the location of the nearest telephone. 

1.7 

Umpire's launches shall carry: 

· 10 (ten) approved buoyancy aids or PFDs.

·  Radio

· Throw Line

1.8 

All those on board a boat shall wear an approved life jacket at all times when carrying out duties on the water. 

1.9 

Procedures to be followed in the case of accident or emergency shall be prepared and communicated to competitors and officials before the regatta. 

For example, in the case of an incident, the nearest boat shall immediately proceed to the crew in difficulty. The radio is to be used if extra help is needed using the words,  “ rescue, - rescue, - rescue” and clearly describing the situation as well as their current location. Those boats close by should proceed as quickly as possible to render assistance

1.10 

The Regatta organisers must ensure that there are sufficient safety boats on the water during training times associated with the regatta.  

Long Distance/Processional racing.
 2.1 

The start and finish areas must be clearly defined.

2.2 

Patrol powerboats are to be situated along the route in line of sight with suitable radio communication or cell phone equipment on board.  Cell phone numbers to be used in this manner, are to be listed & advised to all personnel concerned with running the regatta & safety. 

2.3 

Each patrol boat will be equipped with 10 (ten) approved PFDs or buoyancy aids.

2.4 

All rowing skiffs in races across open water areas such as Waitemata, Otago, Wellington Harbours, or on fast flowing rivers must carry an approved PFDs or Buoyancy aid for each crewmember.

2.5 

Crew members, who find themselves in the water, must not try to swim to the shore unless wearing their approved buoyancy aid or PFD. 

If the skiff has capsized and the complete crew are in the water then the crew must stay with the skiff and not try to right it. A crew member wearing their approved buoyancy aid or PFD may attempt to swim for shore if circumstances dictate that it is prudent to do so.

All other regattas

Must comply with current NZRA safety regulations and, in addition:

· All umpire and safety boats shall carry 10 approved buoyancy aids or PFDs. 

· All those participating in “on the water duties” must wear approved lifejackets.

· Crews warming up or down must stay within the boundaries designated by the regatta committee.

